INFORMATION TO USERS

This manuscript has been reproduced from the microfilm master. UMI films
the text directly from the original or copy submitted. Thus, some thesis and
dissertation copies are in typewriter face, while others may be from any type of
computer princer. )

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the
copy submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality illustrations
and photographs, print bleedthrough, substandard margins, and improper
alignment can adversely affect reproduction.

in the uniikely event that the author did not send UMI a complete manuscript
and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if unauthorized
copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate the deletion.

Oversize materials (e.g., maps, drawings, charts) are reproduced by
sectioning the original, beginning at the upper left-hand cormer and continuing
from left to right in equal sections with small overlaps.

Photographs included in the original manuscript have been reproduced
xerographically in this copy. Higher quality 6 x 9 black and white
photographic prints are available for any photographs or illustrations appearing
in this copy for an additional charge. Contact UMI directly to order.

Bell & Howell Information and Leaming
300 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346 USA
800-521-0600

®

UMI






Copyright
by
Fred Lee McGhee
2000



THE BLACK CROP:
SLAVERY AND SLAVE TRADING IN NINETEENTH CENTURY

TEXAS

Approved by
Dissertation Committee:

Conainnto

LG 7

FI o]

/z%m /)(O/Mwu

Horon A



|

|

THE BLACK CROP: SLAVERY AND SLAVE TRADING

IN NINETEENTH CENTURY TEXAS

by

Fred Lee McGhee, B.S., M.A.
Dissertation
Presented to the Faculty of the Graduate School of
the University of Texas at Austin
in Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements
for the Degree of

Doctor of Philosophy

The University of Texas at Austin

May 2000



UMI Number: 9983293

UMI Microform 9983293
Copyright 2000 by Bell & Howell Information and Learming Company.

All rights reserved. This microform edition is protected against
unauthorized copying under Title 17, United States Code.

Bell & Howell information and Learning Company
300 North Zeeb Road
P.O. Box 1346
Ann Arbor, M| 48106-1346



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The idea of writing a dissertation on slave trading in
Texas first crossed my mind while taking Ken Foote’s
Geographic Information Systems Class in the department of
Geography at UT Austin. My final project in this class was a
brief historical analysis of African-Americans in Texas and
involved the generation of GIS maps which I have also chosen
to include in this dissertation. So I would like to thank Dr.
Foote and the Geography department faculty who provided me
with the necessary datasets for the analysis that I undertook
then and the maps I was able to generate for this dissertation.

My dissertation committee has also been supportive, and
its input and advice, particularly during my proposal defense,
is hopefully apparent in what follows. My supervisor Samuel
Wilson was particularly encouraging, helpful, and
understanding and allowed me to navigate my own pathway
through a sometimes confusing graduate process. His hands off

management style and tactfulness was at first difficult for my

iv



military sensibilities to fully comprehend, but over time I have
grown to appreciate it and learn from it.

I have also benefitted from the kindness and friendliness
of others. Michael Tadman of the University of Liverpool was
very helpful in helping me sort through some of the statistics
of slave trading in Texas and was very forthcoming with
articles and words of wisdom and encouragement. Fred
Poyner, IV of the Texas Maritime Museum was nice enough to
ship me copies of his files on the Will-O-Wisp, and Shari Irwin
of the Star of the Republic Museum in
Washington-on-the-Brazos was helpful and friendly during my
visits to her museum. Jennifer Aprea of the Texas State
Cemetery took time off from her busy schedule to discuss some
of the finer points of Texas history and let me peruse some of
her library books, and Casey Edward Greene of the Rosenberg
Library in Galveston is as forthcoming and friendly on the
subject of Texas history as he is knowledgeable. The Center

for American History at UT Austin was likewise thoroughly



helpful and always professional. I also ended up spending a
considerable amount of time at the Benson Latin American
collection and at the UT Public Affairs Library (great collection
of CRM reports and NPS material) and would like to thank the
staff librarians there. The librarians and curators of the Texas
State Library in Austin were courteous, helpful, and
knowledgeable. Lastly, I would like to thank Alva Neer and
Thomas Kreneck of the Mary and Jeff Bell Library in Corpus
Christi for allowing me access to their collections, particularly
the Kilgore collecdon of Texana.

When [ began my study of Texas history, [ was not aware
that so many of the early influential settlers to the state had
roots in New York and New England. Hopefully my own
German and New England experiences as a “Texas Transplant”
show through in the material which follows. In the nearly
seven years | have lived in Texas I have grown to appreciate
the state’s natural beauty, geographic diversity and (mostly)

friendly people; however “historically enlightened” is not an

vi



adjective I would choose to describe a group of people that
generally like to describe themselves as being proud of their
history. And that is sad. But in this regard Texans are really
just a more powerful example of elite America at large.

On a more personal note, the completion of this
dissertation marks the fulfillment of a long-held and
sometimes fleeting dream, and I have been the very fortunate
beneficiary of assistance from both familiar and unfamiliar
quarters. First, my family, both here and in Germany: I love
you all very, very much. Muhammad Ali said it best: “Me,
We.” Herzlichen dank fiir eurer Leib und Seele.

To my friends, Christine Scarlett (thanks for the
encouragement ‘Tine!), Zane Crutchfield, Roger Eddy, Oliver
Steinmeier, Marijke Bliek, and the rest: I love you, thanks for
all of your support and understanding. To those friends I
haven’t met yet: I'm looking forward to meeting you and
sharing exciting experiences with you.

To my naysayers: look out, this is just the beginning!

vii



[ am...of those who believe that the work of the American Anti-Slavery
Saociety will not have been compieted until the black men of the South and the
black men of the North. shall have been admitted. fully and completely, into the
body politic of America.....A mightier work than the abolition of slavery now
looms up before the Abolitionists. This society was organized. if | remember
rightly. for two distinct objects: one was the emancipation of the slave, and the
other the elevation of colored people. When we have taken the chains off the
slave, as [ believe we shall do, we shall find a harder resistance to the second
purpose of this great association than we have found even upon slavery itseif.
Frederick Douglass, 1863

Every artist, every scientist, must decide NOW where he stands. He has no
alternative. There is no standing above the conflict on Olympian heights. There
are no impartial observers. Through the destruction—in certain countries—of the
greatest of man's literary heritages. through the propagation of false ideas of
racial and national superiority, the artist. the scientist, the writer is challenged.
The batilefront is everywhere. There is no sheltered rear.

Paul Robeson. 1937

The mere imparting of information is not education.
Carter G. Woodson. The Mis-Education of the Negro, p. XXX

....Just because you have colleges and universities, doesn’t mean you have
education. The colleges and universities in the American educational system are
skillfully used to0 miseducate.

Malcom X. interview in Young Socialist, March-April. 1965

What we want is the right to be right, and the right to be wrong.
Bob Marley. 1976

My feelings about myself have been terrible. The whole of where [ came from,
the Brazos Valiey in Texas, picking cotton in my early life. being with my mother
and not with my father. living through the 1930's. the lack of a real father. not
having enough food sometimes, going around to those churches and the Dew
Drop Inns. all left an enormous stain and a sense of inferiority that lasted for
many years. [ feit that no matter what I did. what ballet | made, how beautifully |
danced., it was not good enough. Even now | doubt whether the new ballet is
going to be what it really should be—even though I've made 150 ballets. That °s
one of the worst things about racism, whait it does to young people. It tears
dovwm your insides so that no matter what you achieve, no matter what you write
or choreograph. you feel it's not quite enough. You're not quite up to snuff.
Alvin Ailey. 1988

Great musicians are like great fighters. They have a higher sense of theory going
on in their heads. | feel strong creatively now, and [ feel I'm getting even
stronger.

Miles Davis, 1989
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This dissertation is an interdisciplinary investigation of
the origins, development and effects of nineteenth century
African and African-American slave trading in Texas. The
research is mainly archival in nature and relies theoretically on
material from several humanities disciplines and social
sciences, including ethnohistory, anthropology, geography, and
archaeology.

The project is the first investigation to focus on both

African and African-American slave trading into and/or
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through Texas and is thus significant as a baseline study. The
main history of Texas slavery, Randolph Campbell’s (1989) An
Empire for Slavery, discounts the role of the internal slave
trade, as does a 1972 Master’s Thesis on the subject (Robbins
1972), but Tadman’s (1989) more exhaustive inquiry of
antebellum Negro speculation reveals that fully yp to 70
percent of Blacks in Texas in 1860 had been traded into the
state. This stunning statistic has obvious implications for the
social and economic development of Texas, as contemporary
race relations in the Lone Star State attest. My investigation is
a follow-up to projects such as Du Bois’s 1896 landmark study
on the African slave trade The Suppression of the African Slave
Trade to the United States (Du Bois estimated that 75,000
Africans were smuggled into or through Texas in the
nineteenth century), and situates the role of the trade in its
proper historical perspective as being fundamental to Texas’
economic and social development.

The study also situates the role of the internal and



external slave trade into ongoing discussions concerning the
development of nineteenth century American westward
expansion and imperialism, as well as into the development of
nineteenth century American capitalism. Slave trading was a
basic and underappreciated component of the economic
development of Texas, and also enriched many northern
business elites such as Charles Morgan, who provided the first
regular steamship service into Texas, as well as William Marsh
Rice, for whom Rice University is named.

In addition to discussing some of the economic and
historical effects of the trade, the dissertation uses
ethnohistory—primary source material includes personal
correspondence and the WPA slave narratives—to uncover the
atttudes and passions exhibited by masters and traders in
Texas, and emphasizes how the trade felt from the slaves’ point

of view.
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