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going to be what it really should beÃ‘eve though I've ma& 150 ballets. That *s 
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This dissertation is an Interdisciplinary Investigation of 

the origins, development and effects of nineteenth century 

African and African-American slave trading in Texas. The 

research is mainly archival in nature and relies theoretically on 

material from several humanities disciplines and social 

sciences, including ethnohistory, anthropology, geography, and 

archaeology. 

The project is the first Investigation to focus on both 

African and African-American slave trading into and/or 



through Texas and Is thus significant as a baseline study. The 

main history of Texas slavery, Randolph Campbell's ( 1989) An 

Empire for Slavery, discounts the role of the Internal slave 

trade, as does a 1972 Master's Thesis on the subject (Robblns 

19721, but Tadman's (1989) more exhaustive Inquiry of 

antebellum Negm speculation reveals that fully w m .  
of Blacks in Texas in 1860 had been traded into the 

state. This stunning statistic has obvious implications for the 

social and economic development of Texas, as contemporary 

race relations in the Lone Star State attest. My Investigation is 

a follow-up to projects such as Du Bois's 1896 landmark study 

on the African slave trade The Suppression of the African Slave 

Trade to the United States (Du Bob estimated that 75,000 

Africans were smuggled into or through Texas In the 

nineteenth century), and situates the role of the trade in its 

proper historical perspective as being fundamental to Texas' 

economic and social development. 

The study also situates the role of the Internal and 



external slave trade into ongoing discussions concerning the 

development of nineteenth century American westward 

expansion and imperialism, as well as Into the development of 

nineteenth century American capitalism. Slave trading was a 

basic and underappreciated component of the economic 

development of Texas, and also enriched many northern 

business elites such as Charles Morgan, who provided the first 

regular steamship service into Texas, as well as William Marsh 

Rice, for whom Rice University is named. 

In addition to discussing some of the economic and 

historical effects of the trade, the dissertation uses 

ethnohlstory-primary source material includes personal 

correspondence and the WPA slave narratives-to uncover the 

attitudes and passions exhibited by masters and traders in 

Texas, and emphasizes how the trade felt from the slaves' point 

of view. 
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