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Site Assessment/Statement of Significance
This document fulfills the requirements outlined in phases 3 and 4 of the historic preservation agreement reached between the Texas Historical Commission (THC) and the Houston Independent School District (HISD) on June 28, 2004.  This document describes the research design for archeological testing and National Register assessment of a 16 acre tract in Houston’s Fourth Ward, also known as Freedmenstown.   HISD has undertaken the construction of two schools in the historically significant Fourth Ward neighborhood, and as a public entity is required to comply with the Texas Antiquities Code and other applicable state/federal laws and statutes.  A previous general research program and significance assessment was conducted by Fred L. McGhee & Associates (FLMA 2004) and is incorporated into this document via reference.  Although it was not explicitly stated in that document, preliminary indications were that the site is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60) under criteria c and d, and for listing as a state archeological landmark as being important as part of the heritage of a religious organization, ethnic group, or local society.  The site contains important physical information about populations frequently undiscussed in histories of Houston:  Africans, African-Americans, and the urban poor.  For further discussion, please see FLMA 2004 and the appendixes and references cited there.
Goal of the Project
The Houston Independent School District (HISD) Gregory-Lincoln/HSPVA archeological testing project is designed to create a narrative of the Freedmenstown community from its founding to the post WWII era, while simultaneously testing for NRHP eligibility of the archeological deposits. Freedmenstown, a.k.a. Fourth Ward, is an African-American neighborhood settled primarily in Houston’s post-bellum period. It historically has suffered systematic marginalization and neglect from civic leaders and planners over the last century and a half. In recent years the neighborhood has undergone a radical urban renewal as developers capitalize on the neighborhood’s proximity to Houston’s downtown. However, instead of benefiting directly from these projects, the African-American residents have largely been displaced with little regard for the neighborhood’s historic integrity.  Further, though Freedmenstown comprises two National Register-listed districts, very little comprehensive historical or research-driven archeological work has ever been completed.  This is in spite of the fact that both districts have suffered serious impacts from development.  The archeological testing at the Gregory-Lincoln/HSPVA property will redress some of the past misdeeds endured by the community—a historic community that is today rapidly eroding in the face of urban redevelopment initiatives.  

This project is by nature interdisciplinary.  Through a staged approach, it will employ archival data, oral interviews, community planning resources, remote sensing, archeological investigations and scientific studies. It is also intended to foster community involvement through public tours, meetings, lectures, and internships.  The finished deliverable will integrate all of these aspects of the project in a report that creates a multifaceted view of the lives of a community rarely documented in historical literature alone.  This report will make recommendations regarding NRHP eligibility of the deposits, and the need for further mitigation efforts.  Ultimately it is hoped that the project will empower the remaining residents of the Freedmenstown neighborhood—and all residents of Houston--not only by publicly chronicling the African-American experience in Houston, but also by providing a conduit for the residents (and descendants of residents) of this neighborhood to engage with their own history.    



Research Issues
The research issues for the project are intended to support the goal of respectfully narrating the African-American experience in nineteenth and early twentieth century Houston. Archeology is uniquely positioned to create such narratives, since the material culture data gathered from excavations often serves as the only record of minority communities.  More than this though, African-American archeology can and should hone in on issues of identity, agency, gender, class, and sociopolitics though careful comparative studies and analyses.  These issues are inevitably entangled with the African-American and urban poor experience in the Americas.  For Houston’s Freedmenstown, not only have archeologists and historians neglected broader theoretical frameworks when dealing with their topics, but to some degree have ignored basic contextual narratives of the community and its role in the history of Houston.

Though previous research has indicated that there is strong likelihood for burials to be present within the project area, this study will not focus on burial issues alone.  If archeological testing reveals burials throughout any part of the project area, then a detailed research design and treatment plan will be developed that focuses specifically on those issues.  Instead, the research topics for this phase of testing will focus on the household and commercial development of a primarily African-American, though to some degree multi-ethnic, community in Houston. Quite simply, the study seeks to elucidate the lifeways of the residents of Freedmenstown.  Beyond this, however, some of the specific questions that this study will begin to address in order to explore the broader theoretical aims of African-American archeology are:
· Foodways—what types of remains are present in the project area and what can these reveal about the predominant food preferences and cuisines in the neighborhood? 
· Can the material culture and remains be linked to known occupations and if so, does it reflect the social, economic, and racial composition of the community?  For instance, how do African-American occupations compare with White occupations; how do wealthier households compare to poorer households; how do owner-occupied households compare to tenant-occupied households? 
· Are there religious artifacts and remains present on the site and if so, what do they indicate about religious practice in the neighborhood?
· Based on a comparison of the material remains between this neighborhood and rural archeological sites of the same time period, is it possible to determine differences between the urban African-American experience and the rural African-American experience during the Jim Crow era?
· How was Houston’s Freedmenstown similar to other Freedmenstowns in Texas and the US?
· What can the identifiable remains tell us about the neighborhood’s social and economic ties to the rest of Houston? In other words, what do locally produced artifacts such as medicine bottles, soda bottles, tokens, etc. tell us about patterns of purchasing and consumption?
· Does the archeological record reflect the higher density population characteristics and the historic lack of infrastructure in Freedmenstown?
The methods and analysis employed during the project will be tailored toward addressing these questions.  Archival research will assist in elucidating many broader research issues, such as the use of space, or possibly the role of women in the neighborhood.  The archeological evidence may or may not support their further analysis.  Ideally, this study seeks to begin exploring both broad theoretical and the specific research issues listed above, however, some of them may not be answerable if field investigations reveal disturbances, mixed deposits, or a lack interpretable remains.  Further as a testing project rather than a data recovery project, this study will only begin to tackle these questions—such as use of space-- many of which could be explored more fully under a data recovery program, if warranted, that allows for horizontally broader excavations.
· 





Stage 1. Lot-By-Lot Analysis
Janet K. Wagner & Co. (JKWCO) is conducting a detailed archival analysis of the development area, with specific emphasis on areas not covered in her previous two studies, the area north of Andrews St.  The study will consist of a lot-by-lot analysis of occupation from the 1860s through the WWII era and target data on ownership, and occupation during that time.  JKWCO is also more closely investigating promising lots in the southern portion of Block 39.  The lot-by-lot archival data will be critical during the creation of an archeological probability map that will be generated before field investigations take place.  This map will be created by H&C using JKWCOs data.  The archival data will potentially indicate how many generations of structures were built on each block, it will ascertain type of occupation, whether an occupant owned or rented, ethnicity, the number of people on each lot, and the length of their tenure there.  All of this can be coded and applied to a map that will assist investigators in their efforts to target specific locations for testing.  Additionally, once field investigations are complete, the archival data will be integrated into the final analysis and report as a means of addressing key research questions, such as use of space, whether the archeological data reflects the social, racial and economic composition of the community, and how community socioeconomic composition changed over time.
Stage 2. 

GPR

Fieldwork for the project will begin with remote sensing through Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) of the high probability areas for burials and for early residential occupations.  The GPR work will target only a sample of the project area. The purpose of this exercise will be primarily to assist archeologists in identifying possible graves or burial shafts for the Union Soldiers cemetery, which could be located in the project area.  A secondary aim of the remote sensing will be to identify archeological features associated with household occupations known to have been present in the project area.  Soil borings conducted in January of 2005 (Perennial Environmental Services, L.L.P. 2005) indicate the presence of deeply buried deposits around Soil Boring #19, and a large quantity of material debris in deposits located north of Andrews street.  Coincidentally, these are areas indicated by verbal accounts and preliminary archival research to be likely locations not only for human remains, but also early post-bellum African-American occupation deposits.  The GPR survey will sample these high probability areas around Andrews Street, including the area around Soil Boring #19. The Principal Investigator will be on site to monitor the GPR and ground truth the survey-- using a Gradall-- while it is being conducted.  A Gradall trench will be placed over Soil Boring #19, where a piece of deeply buried non-human bone was recovered.  Should this preliminary phase suggest that high resolution, high-confidence results are possible, further phases of radar could be incorporated into future stages of the project under a separate scope and cost proposal. The results of the GPR survey will be reviewed by the Principal Investigator (PI) and Project Archeologists (PA), who will then use this data to assist in the selection of Gradall trench locations for Stage 3 field investigations.  
Stage 3. Field Investigations and Field Methodology
Probability Map and Targeting

Using oral narratives, the results of the Stage 1 archival research containing information on land use, residential occupation, household organization, and integrating this with the relevant research issues, Archeologists, in conjunction with project historians, will develop a probability model indicating which areas are likely to contain cultural resources that can contribute to the overall research goals of the project.  For instance, in order to address religious issues, archeologists will target the location of the Second Pleasant Green Baptist Church on Lot 5 of Block 6 along Taft Street (Maps suggest that this church moved to Block 4 after 1930). In order to address foodways, archeologists will not only target privies and trash pits to obtain cooking and food remains, but will also investigate Block 34, Lot 6, north of Andrews Street, which contained a late nineteenth century butcher shop owned by an African-American.  In order to characterize the general pattern of material culture present in the project area and whether this reflects the social, economic, and racial composition of the neighborhood, archeologists will tailor investigations to sample owner-occupied, tenant-occupied, and commercial lots.  Toward this end, the probability model will code the project area into high and low probability areas for specific types of cultural resources.  Lots that could potentially contain the remains of two or more stratigraphically separated occupations will be indicated as well.  Burial remains, post-Civil War era remains, residential, ecclesiastic, and commercial occupations will be considered in the coding system.  
Once the GPR work is completed and the results have been reviewed, archeologists will commence physical investigations of the project area.  The field investigations are intended to sample the archeological deposits within project area in order to determine National Register Eligibility, and to help address the key research questions.  Toward this end they will also establish a minimum and maximum depth of deposits across the site, establish basic stratigraphic patterning of indigenous soils and fill across the site, and explore the quantity and content of the archeological remains present in the project area.  An initial Gradall trenching effort will demonstrate where fills are present and whether these fills contain cultural material relevant to the research issues.   
Field Investigations
Using the results of the GPR survey and the coded probability map derived from research, investigators will target specific areas to be investigated using a Gradall.  These areas will consist of anomalies indicated through the GPR survey, and targeted locations for cultural resources with potential to contribute to the research goals.  The Gradall will be used for trenching and potentially scraping of overburden at specific locations. Targeted trenching or scraping areas will include a sample of owner-occupied lots, tenant sites, long and short-term occupations, commercial structures, churches, and the most likely location for human remains associated with the nineteenth century Union Soldier’s cemetery.  Specific features that archeologists aim to document are house and structure locations, the backs of lots where privies are likely, possible wells, cisterns,  and any other area indicated by the GPR survey to contain cultural resources. 
The Gradall will be used for identification of features only, not to excavate or define features.  Either a PI or PA will be onsite at all times to direct the Gradall work. Field Technicians will assist with the screening and recording.  Features will be flagged, assigned a number and hand plotted onto a site map (electronic feature mapping will be made with a Total Data Station [TDS] once features are defined in the test unit excavation stage).  Investigators will screen a representative sample of the sediment from each trench.  Each trench will then be numbered, mapped, profiled for stratigraphy, photographed, and recorded on standardized forms.  It is anticipated that archeologists will oversee the excavation of between 45-50 Gradall trenches (of approximately 10 meters in length each) across the project area.  

At the discretion of the PI, Gradall scraping to remove overburden may be used to define broader areas, such as house foundations or yardscapes.  However, the definition and detailed recordation of features uncovered through this method will be done through hand excavations.

If any burials or graves are uncovered during the Gradall trenching, these features will not be excavated, but will be mapped immediately using a TDS, then reburied.  Burial locations will also be identified on field maps so that immediate ground truthing of burial locations by HISD and THC officials can be facilitated.  Notifications will then be sent out according to the attached checklist, which will be provided to all supervisory personnel on site at all times.  Once the proper notifications have been made, a detailed research design and burial treatment plan will be developed by FLMA and H&C, in conjunction with HISD, the community advisory committee, and the THC.    

Hand and test unit excavation will begin once Gradall Trenches are complete.  The excavations will involve test units in metric increments of 1m2 or 1x2.  The size of the units, will to some degree depend on the size and shape of the feature, and will vary at the discretion of the PI.  In the case of sealed features such as privies or trash pits, the natural limits of the feature will serve as the test unit itself.  These features will be excavated by bisecting the feature then removing half of it. The remaining half will then be profiled, photographed, and removed in 10-centimeter levels, down to the base of the feature. 1x1 or 1x2 meter test units placed around structure foundations will be excavated in 10 centimeters levels. Selected cisterns and wells will be bisected using a backhoe or Gradall.  Dimensions will be recorded, and if sediments can be safely excavated by hand, investigators will do so in arbitrary levels. H&C estimates that between 30-35 square meters of hand-dug excavation units will be completed during the testing project. Recording and excavation procedures that will apply to all hand-dug units and tests include the following:
· Investigators will record the results of each excavation unit on standardized forms.
· Sediments from each unit will be screened through 1/4 or 1/8 inch wire mesh.

· Datums will be established for vertical control of each of the test units and these will be electronically mapped with a TDS.

· The top and bottom corners of each unit will mapped using a TDS.

· Relevant profiles, plan maps and photographs will be made of each unit.

· Sediment samples will be taken from privies, and other sealed features to be submitted for pollen analysis.

· All hand excavated units and features will be dug to culturally sterile sediments.

The total project area covers roughly 16 acres.  However, the Gregory-Lincoln School currently covers between 2-3 acres of that total, and no excavations will take place around school.  Excavations may take place, however, under the track for the school.  The total area to be investigated archeological equals about 13 acres, 566,300 ft or 52,000 square meters.  The area covers 10 blocks.  The total amount of sediment excavated during the investigations will be between 520 and 570 square meters, which represents approximately 1-1.2% of the total sediment across the project area investigated.  Investigators will excavate, on average, five trenches per block and three to four meters of test units per block.  Placement of trenches and test units will be at the discretion of the PI; blocks containing a high density of features may contain more units and trenches, while low-density blocks may contain fewer.  Changes or deviations to the above-outlined methodology may take place at the discretion of the PI, with prior written notice and approval given to HISDs preservation specialist, HISD and the THC. 

The identification and processing of animal bone is very important because of the possibility of the presence of human bone fragments that derived from fill deposits.  Individuals trained in human osteological as well as faunal identification shall be on site during all excavation activities.  In order to address research questions regarding food consumption patterns, faunal material shall be collected, recorded, and a representative sample of the material identified (mammal, bird, fish, down to the genus level where possible) in keeping with the SOW and standard archeological practice.   A representative sample of shell material—if found—shall also be collected, processed, and identified.



Community Involvement/Education Plan


Fred L. McGhee & Associates (FLMA) will spearhead a community engagement strategy designed to incorporate HISD’s educational mission and to leverage the Freedmenstown community’s existing social networks and social capital.  Already, the community advisory committee has played a major role in the design evolution of the project (by approving the Scope of Work) and will continue to play a significant advisory role.

Public Involvement In Burials Matters:


Because of the sensitivity of ancestral remains to the African-American community, should human remains be unearthed the community advisory committee will take on the additional role of functioning as a burials treatment advisory committee, charged with advising the preservation professional and project archaeologists on spiritual and protocol matters.  The committee will concern itself with basic questions such as site access and control, religious visitation by interested parties, and potential scientific analysis of the human remains.  These concerns will be incorporated into the subsequent burial treatment plan.

Public Meeting:



Prior to the start of Phase II work, FLMA and H&C will brief the final THC approved Phase II research design to the community advisory committee in a public meeting.  Any additional comments that do not conflict with the approved research design will be taken under advisement.

Student Outreach:


FLMA will author a general solicitation for HISD distribution, inviting interested students to participate in Phase II activities.  Each HISD high school can submit two names, along with the respective student response to “Do you think this project is important, and why do you wish to participate in it?  FLMA, along with the community advisory committee, will choose five HISD high schoolers to participate in the project as interns, subject to district, school, and parent/guardian clearance.

Public Education:


For one half day a week during field and/or laboratory activities, project activities will cease and individual busloads of students and interested community members will be allowed controlled access to the site via a 45-60 minute tour.  During the tour, visitors will enjoy a twenty minute general historical discussion of the Freedmenstown neighborhood, basic details of the HSPVA/Gregory-Lincoln project, and will have the opportunity to observe test units and field processing of artifacts.  Visitors will also learn basic archeological survey and testing skills such as GPS training and basic archeological theory.

Documentary Film(s):


Should project funding become available, the generation of a documentary film could also be part of the project.  It is possible that independent documentary filmmakers may wish to film project activities.  Subject to clearance, project personnel and professionals should cooperate with these individuals and other members of the media.

Public Liaison:


FLMA will act as public liaison for the project and will function as a speakers bureau in response to media, academic, or public inquiries.  FLMA will also generate a brief quarterly written report on project activities and will post it on its website.

Educator and Volunteer Training:


FLMA will train selected HISD educators and community volunteers in the project and will generate ten PowerPoint slides specifically geared toward addressing TEKS objectives for students and continuing education requirements for teachers (2 CPE hours).  These educators and volunteers can then become project liaisons in their individual schools and communities and field questions that can be used to improve the educational materials.

Educational Materials/Booklets:


FLMA will assist HISD in the generation of pamphlets, booklets, and other outreach materials that will include:

· A general history of Freedmenstown and the Freedmenstown Historic District

· Selected Illustrations of the neighborhood

· Information about contemporary Freedmenstown organizations such as the Fourth Ward Cultural Center for Youth, the CDC of Freedmenstown, and remaining Freedmenstown Churches

· A basic historical timeline, including information about the Houston Race Riot of 1917, the construction of San Felipe Courts and I-45, and the effects of these projects on the Freedmenstown community

· A glossary of archeological terms

· A collection of the five “most asked questions” about Freedmenstown and the archeological project

· An introductory bibliography on the history of African-American Houston and Texas, with a special focus on Freedmenstown

Community Partnership Outcomes

Oral History CD’s:


FLMA’s oral history interviews will be organized into an easily reproducible CD format, which will include audio, video, and transcriptions.  Additional video production will include discussion and interpretation of the project and the Freedmenstown by project personnel and other subject matter experts.  Actual video of live project activities will also be included in the finished CD product. 

Facilitation of Future Interpretive Projects:


Project activities are being designed and undertaken with future longer-term research projects in mind.  Future academic analyses, graduate student theses and dissertations, and independent scholarship in the project area are anticipated.  It is important to stress that the purpose of the Phase II interpretive projects is to dramatically portray, and bring to a wide and diverse audience, the impact of a story of conflict and power, focusing on a small plot of land near downtown Houston.  FLMA and H&C are committed to the professional dissemination of all project research (including the results of specialized studies) to all interested parties as well as the scholarly community.

Final Exhibit:


HISD has committed to housing a limited number of representative artifacts in a room or display at the new Gregory-Lincoln campus once it has been constructed.  Utilizing final reports from the testing and, if it takes place, a data recovery phase, and discarded artifacts excluded from formal curation, FLMA will furnish HISD with a brief interpretative protocol as well as basic curatorial guidance.
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Stage 4. Research and Analysis
Unique Opportunities for Study

The project site furnishes a rare opportunity to begin examining questions about social and economic development of an urban African-American population during the Jim Crow era south.  The analysis of artifacts from the site will have to be conducted with care.  The “separate but unequal” parallel development of Freedmenstown from the rest of Houston is well known: basic city services such as sewer, water, garbage disposal, and so forth were denied the residents during the early twentieth century.  Indigenous “mass manufacture,” therefore, took  hold, and included locally developed or supported brick and nail manufacture (as well as other construction related materials), the construction of Jim Crow saloons, churches, businesses, and social institutions. For example nails can be grouped into wire, machine cut, or hand wrought categories.  A high presence of the latter would reveal much about residential patterning, construction, and lifeways about the site.  Similar factors may be at play with the variety of ceramic materials, or the plant and faunal evidence retrieved from the project area.
Artifacts have life histories and their meaning and use changes over time and between cultures.  How were specific as well as “mass produced” or “mass manufactured” material culture interpreted and used by Freedmenstowners over the years?  What do locally manufactured products such as bottles convey about purchasing and consumption patterns among Freedmenstown residents?  These are questions that will be addressed through analysis of the remains.  Similarly, foodways will be addressed not only through a study of cooking and eating artifacts, but also through faunal analysis, and pollen analysis.   The data gathered during the excavation and analysis stages will be compared with that of Freedmenstowns and mixed-ethnicity urban sites excavated in Texas and other parts of the country.  The material culture of African-American occupations will also be compared to that of rural African-American archeological sites in order to characterize the differences or similarities between these types of sites.   
Laboratory Procedures
Hicks & Company will implement a selective discard policy for artifacts recovered during this project.  H&C will have an onsite lab set up to process the large numbers of artifacts that are anticipated.  Artifacts will be cleaned, identified, typed, and recorded as they come out of the field.   Lab personnel will record each artifact of each provenience bag on a standardized form.  Unique or diagnostic artifacts will be saved for further analysis and given a unique item number.  These will include but not be limited to handmade artifacts, ceramics with makers marks, decorated ceramics, bottles with manufacturers marks, coins, unusual manufactured items, artifacts that can be dated and assigned a provenance, reworked mass-produced artifacts, personal items, and at least one example of each artifact class.  Bulk artifacts that are not diagnostic or highly repetitive will be counted, weighed, photographed and then re-bagged for ultimate discard.  Examples of bulk artifacts that will eventually be discarded include window glass, nails, bricks, scrap metal, plain ceramic body sherds, and plain bottle glass sherds.  Other items that will eventually be discarded include:

· Duplicate artifacts—for example, if H&C retrieves four complete examples of the same bottle, then all but one may be discarded. The same will be applied to other manufactured artifact types such as ammunition, marbles, toys, and buttons.
· Architectural materials such as bricks, wood, or roofing materials (one example of each brick type or other unique architectural materials, however, will be saved).
Previous work has shown that the majority of items recovered from historic sites are repetitive, mass produced, and already well-represented among artifact collections in curatorial facilities and museums.  Thus the retention of every excavated artifact not only takes up dwindling curatorial facility space, but also incurs unnecessary costs to project sponsors. The proposed onsite lab and discard policy is designed to balance the needs of the resource, with the limits of project funding and curatorial facility space. The Principal Investigator will first review, then approve all artifacts tagged for eventual discard.  All artifacts, however, will be accounted for on a standardized lab form, and ultimately every excavated artifact will be entered into a computerized database to facilitate subsequent quantitative and qualitative analysis. None of the artifacts will be discarded before all of the artifacts have been inventoried.  It is anticipated that using the onsite laboratory and employing a selective discard policy, approximately 90% of the artifacts recovered from the site will eventually be discarded.  Approximately 10% of the artifacts will be saved for curation.  

Unique items will be taken back to the H&C lab in Austin, where they will be washed, individually photographed and analyzed more thoroughly.  Maker and manufacturer’s marks will be identified and dated, morphological attributes recorded, and comparative research conducted to gain as much insight as possible into the origin and use of each unique item.

H&C will submit selected sediment samples for pollen analysis to a laboratory. Faunal and shell material collected from intact features and test units with good context only will be identified and analyzed.  Faunal and shell material found in disturbed contexts will be input into the database but will not be submitted for detailed analysis.  Ultimately the goal of the research and analysis efforts is to assist with the specific research questions articulated for the project, to enhance the narrative of Freedmenstown, and to assess the National Register eligibility of the archeological deposits. 

Reporting

Using the archival, archeological and analytical data gathered during the investigations H&C archeologists will compile a full report.  The report will not only document the results of the investigations, but will synthesize those results into a narrative about the Freedmenstown neighborhood from the 1860s through the World War II era.  The report will integrate oral histories, archival research, results of field investigations, site stratigraphy, and laboratory analyses.  Recommendations will be made regarding NRHP-eligibility of the deposits, and the need for further mitigation efforts.
Upon completion of the fieldwork, an interim report will be submitted to HISD, the Preservation Specialist and the THC summarizing the results of the investigations and making recommendations regarding the need for data recovery.

Following initial agency coordination, five copies of the draft report will be submitted to HISD and the Preservation Specialist for review and comment.  Once comments have been received and addressed, H&C will forward two copies of the draft report to the THC for agency review. 

A final report will follow agency review.  H&C will furnish the THC with 20 perfect-bound copies of the final report.  H&C will also furnish 10 bound copies of the final report to HISD, along with electronic copies of the report in PDF and Microsoft Word format.

Curation

H&C will curate all original field records, documents, photographs, and artifacts at the Center for Archeological Research in San Antonio.  One hard copy and an electronic copy of the artifact database, containing a record of all of the artifacts collected will also be submitted for curation.  A summary of the discard policy and the research design will be included in the submittal.  All items will be labeled and bagged according to CAR standards. 
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Burials Probability Map (Appendix A)
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High Probability Areas are in shaded area around track and along Genesee Street.
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(approximate location of soil boring #19)
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Low Probability Area





To be contacted:	1. Veteran’s Administration (if applicable)





Required:		1.  THC Permit


		2. State Registrar Order


3. Harris County Court approval





Disarticulated human remains will be temporarily stored in H&C’s field lab, and arrangements will be made for temporary storage at HISD or the University of Houston.  If full burials are found, they will be identified and reburied.





If human remains are found, start here.





Conduct Religious Reburial Ceremony





Relocate Burials





Includes mitochondrial and nuclear DNA analysis and attempted Next of Kin determinations and/or biological affiliation research.





To include identification of potential Native American remains, in accordance with NAGPRA.





THC reviews archaeological evidence and issues recommendation.





Upon landmark eligibility determination, begin generation of a Phase III research instrument.





Includes community collaboration, outreach, and education.





Carry out Phase III excavations.





Conduct sensitive and collaborative bioanthropological and biocultural research.





Complete Phase III research plan and submit to THC.





Conduct archaeological and osteological field analysis via machine and hand excavation.  Detailed field notes will be maintained.
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Immediately notify the HISD Preservation Consultant in charge of the project, Dr. Fred McGhee at (512) 275-6781.  Dr. McGhee will make the notifications with HISD.
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